
LOVING	THE	LORD	AND	LOVING	ONE	ANOTHER	
FOR	THE	ORGANIC	BUILDING	UP	OF	THE	CHURCH	

AS	THE	BODY	OF	CHRIST	

Message Two 

Life’s	Washing	in	Love	to	Maintain	Fellowship	(2)	

Scripture Reading: John 13:1-17, 34-35 

IV. For	us	to	experience	the	washing,	we	need	to	spend	time	in	the	Lord’s	presence	and	with	the	
saints	who	are	full	of	the	Spirit,	the	word,	and	the	divine	life—cf.	Matt.	6:6;	1	Cor.	16:17‐18;	
Acts	6:5,	8;	2	Cor.	1:15:	

A. If we remain in the Lord’s presence, the Lord will come to us and wash us, not with the blood 
but with the Spirit, the living word, and the inner life: 
1. Whenever we are in need of such a washing, we can just open ourselves up to the Lord as 

we spend time in His presence and allow the inner life to flow within us. 
2. Spontaneously, something living will water, flow, and wash us, and we will become clean 

again; our spirit will be uplifted, and our whole being will be so pleasant in the Lord’s 
presence. 

B. “You also ought to wash one another’s feet”—John 13:14: 
1. In our experience, the Lord Jesus Himself and the saints who have much life can afford us 

such a washing. 
2. It is the spiritual foot-washing ministered to one another that keeps us clean from the earthly 

touch; while we are walking and working on the earth, we not only need the Lord’s foot-
washing ministered directly within our spirit but also the foot-washing from the brothers and 
sisters. 

C. Whenever we are about to wash others’ feet, we need to follow the Lord’s pattern by “laying 
aside our garments”; this is to lay aside our attainments, virtues, and attributes: 
1. We must humble ourselves and empty ourselves; many wear a garment of spirituality and 

look down on others; they are proud of being spiritual. 
2. To lay aside our garments means to dethrone ourselves. 

D. To be girded with a towel means that we are bound and are willing to lose our liberty; we give up 
our liberty for the purpose of ministering life to our dear brothers and sisters. 

V. Each	of	us	must	learn	how	to	love	the	brothers	and	sisters	by	ministering	the	spiritual	foot‐
washing	 to	 them	 to	cleanse	 them	 from	 the	earthly	 touch;	 this	keeps	 them	new,	 fresh,	and	
living;	our	loving	one	another	in	this	way	is	a	sign	that	we	belong	to	Christ—vv.	34‐35:	

A. We can summarize defiled feet as staleness in our fellowship with the Lord; clean feet, 
however, denote fresh fellowship with the Lord: 
1. Not many can say today that they treasure and love the Lord as much as they did five or ten 

years ago; many people have to say that they do not have the same feeling that they had a 
year ago. 

2. Their feet are defiled, and they have become weary; this is spiritual weariness; it is the loss 
of spiritual freshness and vitality. 

B. The Lord is always fresh, and He wants us to be fresh all the time, not spiritually enervated; this 
is why He makes us lie down in green pastures, He leads us beside waters of rest, and He 
restores our soul; foot-washing sustains an intimate fellowship between us and the Lord and 
rekindles our spiritual vitality and spiritual freshness—Psa. 23:2-3; Acts 3:20; cf. Deut. 34:7. 

C. We should never allow ourselves to become old, which is to be set, settled, and occupied; we 
must keep ourselves empty, open, fresh, new, living, and young with the Lord; we need to pray 



that the Lord as the Spirit of reality would guide us into the reality of Psalm 110:3—“Your 
people will offer themselves willingly / In the day of Your warfare, / In the splendor of their 
consecration. / Your young men will be to You / Like the dew from the womb of the dawn.” 

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

©	2022	Living	Stream	Ministry	


